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IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of claims in this application is as follows: 

1. {Currently Amended) An image search apparatus, which searches image data according to 
keywords assigncd s tored in relation to said image data, said image search apparatus comprising: 
input means for inputting asearch tcrm squerv : 

search means for searching fo r keywo r ds corres p onding to images t o be scarchcd s aid 
image data according to the search termsauerjr inputted by said input means and the keywords 
stored in relation to said image data :-and 

acquiring means for acquiring importance of the keywords, the importance being stored 
in relation to the keywords stored in relation to said image data searched bv said search means; 
and 

rearraugin goutput means for rearranging images cor r es p onding to the kcvw o rd so utputting 
the image data searched by said search means in an order according to said importance of the 
keywords in relation t o the content of the ima ge s being search e da cquired bv said acquiring 
means . 




2. {Currently Amended) An image search apparatus according to claim 1, wherein whcrrsaid 

r cai T angi ngo utput means rca rr angcs outputs the images co r resp o nding -to th e keywo r ds search e d 

\ 

bv said sea r ch mcans image data according to said impo r tances said rearranging means rega r ds 

\ 

standard importance of a default o r said importanc e as priority, degr e e of s aid importance being 
de t e r mined acc o rding t o whether o r no t the searched keywords represent subjects of images when 
said importance is not stored in relation to the keywords , \ 

3. (Currently Amended) An image search apparatus, which searches image data according to 
keywords assigncd stored in relation to said image data, said image search apparatus comprising: 

storage means storing the keywords stored in relation to said image data, svnonvms of 
said keywords, and accordance between said keywords and said synonyms: 
input means for inputting a_search termsquerv: 
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search means for searching f o r keywords c orr esponding t o images t o be searched ui 
keywords closely iclalcd in meanin g , t o said im&uis to be searche d said image data according to 
the search termsguery inputted by said input means* the keywords stored in relation to said image 
data, and the svnonvms stored bv said storage means:-and 

first acquiring means for acquiring importance of the keywords, the importance being 
stored in relation to the keywords stored in relation to said image data searched bv said search 
means; 

second acquiring means for acquiring said accordance when said search means has 
searched said image data according to said synonyms: and 

rearrangingo utEut means for real - ranging images co rr es p onding to the keyw o rds searched 
by said search mcans outputting the image data searched bv said search means in an order 
according to saidjmportance of the keywords in relati o n to the content of the images being 
searched a cquired bv said first acquiring means and closeness in meaning of said closely relat e d 
kevw o rd s said accordance acquired bv said second acquiring means . 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) An image search apparatus according to any of claims 1 through 53, 
wherein said image search apparatus is provided in a server of an information retrieval system on 
the Internet, said input means receiving asearch t c r m s querv inputted b vfrom a WWW browser of 
a client of said information retrieval system on the Internet, said search means searching for 
keyw o rds co rre s p onding to images to be sea r ched acc o rding to th e rece i ved search t erms, said 
reai ' rangin a output means rearranging images co r responding to k e vword s outputting the image 
data searched by said search means acco r ding to said importanc e , and said image scaiili 
a p paratus returning t he r ear r anged images i n a predetermined forma t, which includes - such as 
HTML and XML, to said clien t in said order . 

7. (Currently Amended) An image search method applied to an image search apparatus, which 
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searches image data according to keywords assigncd s tored in relation to said image data, said 
image search method comprising: 

an input step of inputting frsearch t erms auerv: 

a searching step of searching for kcywuida coiics p ondiitfi t o images to be sea r ched said 
image data according to the search tcrms q uery inputted by said input step s and the keywords 
stored in relation to said image data :-and 

an acquiring step of acquiring importance of the keywords, the importance being stored in 
relation to the keywords stored in relation to said image data searched bv said searching step: and 

an outp ut rearranging step of rearranging ima g es co rre sponding to th e 
k e vword s o ut puttinff the image data searched by said searching step in an order according to said 
importance of the keywords in relation to the cunluil uf the images being searched a cquired bv 
said acquiring step . 



3\ 



8. (Currently amended) An image search method according to claim 7, wherein when the images 
co r responding to the keyword s image data searched by said search means are rcaiTanged output 
according to said importance, said rearranging step comprises regarding s tandard importance of a 
default or said importance as pr io r ity, deg re e of said importanc e being de t ermined according to 
whethe r or not th e search e d keyw o rds re pre sent sub j ects of images w hen said importance is not 
stored h\ fefatiqn to the keywords. 



9. (Currently Amended) An image search method applied to an image search apparatus, which 
searches image data according to keywords assigncd s tored in relation to said image data, said 
image search method comprising: 

a storage controlling step of storing, in storage means, the keywords stored in relation to 
said image data, synonyms of said keywords, and accordance between said keywords and said 
synonyms; 

an input step of inputting ^search terms q uerv : 

a searching step of searching for k e ywords corr e sp o nding to said images to be search e d ui 
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keywords cl o sely relat e d in meaning t o &aid images to be scarched s aid image data according to 
the search t c rm sq uerv inputted by said input step , the keywords stored in relation to said image 
data, and the synonyms stored by said storage controlling step :-and 

a first acquiring step of acquiring importance of the keywords, the importance being 
stored in relation to the keywords stored in relation to said image data searched bv said searching 
step: 

a second acquiring step of acquiring said accordance when said image data have been 
searched according to said synonyms bv said searching step :-and 

a n outpu t r ea rr an g i n g step of rearranging images corresponding to the keywords searched 
by s aid searching stc p outputting the image data searched bv said searching step in an order 
according to said importance of the keywords in r e lation to the content of the images being 
searched acquired by said first acquiring step and cl o seness in meaning of .mid dmr.ly i t.1» i w1 
k c yw o rds said accordance acquired bv said second acquiring step . 




10-U. (Canceled) 



12. (Currently Amended) An image search method according to any of claims 7 through 
wherein said input step comprises receiving asearch t e rm s query inputted b rfrom a WWW 
browser of a client of an information retrieval system on the Internet, said searching step 
comprising searching for keywo r ds c orr esponding t o images t o be searched acco r ding to the 
received search t e rms, said rearrangin g output step comprising r e arranging images cumsp o nding 
to kcvwoi ds outputting the image data searched by said searching step acc o rding to said 
importance, and the rearrang e d imag e s being returned in a predetermined forma t which includes 
such as HTML and XML, to said clien t in said order . 

13. (Currently Amended) A storage medium that can be read by a computer and stores a program 
for executing an image search applied to an image search apparatus, which searches image data 
according to keywords assigned s tored in relation to said image data, said storage medium 
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comprising instructions for: 

inputting asearch term sq uerv : 

searching for keywords cor r esp o nding to images lo be scarche ds aid image data according 
to the search termsquer^ inputted by said input stc pinstruction and the keywords stored in 
relation to said image data:- and 

acquiring importance of the keywords* the importance being stored in relation to the 
keywords stored in relation to said image data searched bv said searching instruction: and 

rearranging images co r responding to the kevwor ds o utputting the image data searched by 
said searching ster rinstruction in an order according to said importance of the keywords m 
relation to the content of th e images being scarched a cquired bv said acquiring instruction . 

14. (Currently amended) A storage medium according to claim 13, wherein when the imag e s 
co rre sponding t o the kevwords image data searched are rcaiTangc do utput according to said 
importance, said r ear r anging instruc t ion compris e s regarding s tandard importance of a default or 
said im p ortanc e as priori t y , degree o f said importance being dclu mined acc o rding t o whclhci u i 
not t he searched keywords re p resent sub j ects of images w hen said importance is not stored in 
relation to the keywords . 



1 5. (Currently Amended) A storage medium that can be read by a computer and stores a program 
for executing an image search applied to an image search apparatus, which searches image data 
according to keywords assipned stored in relation to said image data, said storage medium 
comprising instructions for: 

storing the keywords stored in relation to said image data, svnonvms of said keywords, 
and accordance between said keywords and said synonyms: 

inputting a_search tcims querv ; 

searching for keywords corresponding t o images to b e searched o r keywords closely 
rela t ed in meaning to said images to be searched s aid image data according to the search 
t enn sq uerv inputted by said input stcpinstruction. the keywords stored in relation to said image 
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data, and the synonyms stored by said storing instruction:- and 

acquiring importance of the keywords, the importance being stored in relation to the 
keywords stored in relation to said image data searched bv said searching instruction: 

acquiring said accordance when said image data have been searched according to said 
synonyms bv said searching instruction : and 

re ar r anging images c o r r es po n d ing to the kcvwor ds outputting the image data searched by 
said searching ste pinstruction in an order according to said importance of the keywords m 
relation to di e con t en t of the images being searched and closeness in meaning of said closely 
r elated kevwords s aid accordance , 

16-17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) A storage medium according to any of claims 13 through i?15, 
wherein said input instruction comprises receiving a.search tcrms q uerv inputted bvfrom a WWW 
browser of a client of an information retrieval system on the Internet, said searching instruction 
comprising searchin g f o r k e yw o rd s corresponding t o images to be sea r ched according to the 
received search terms, said fearranein po utput instruction comprising icai r anging imag es 
c o r r e s p o nding t o kevword s o utputting the image data searched by said searching instruction 
according t o said imp o rtance, and the rearrang e d images be i ng retu r ned in a predetermined 
forma t which include s such as HTML and XML A to said client in said order . 
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